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USA

Working With
Americans? Find
Pages Full of Help
Here
If you do business with the US,
or are planning to do so, a new
book can help. The authors,
Allyson Stewart-Allen & Lanie
Denslow, are experienced
advisors on business practices
and cultures around the
world. They have produced
Working with Americans, the
first-ever manual aimed at
helping professionals improve
relationships with American
business partners, bosses and
colleagues. As you’re reading
this magazine, chances are you
work with Americans in some
way, so you can pick up a lot
of tips and second-guess what
your foreign acquaintances
are thinking when you’re
meeting them for business or
in social settings. Full of clearly
written advice and humorous
examples, it could improve
your relationships, especially
in the business field. Working
with Americans is published by
Routledge in the UK and USA.

VENEZUELA

EUROPEAN UNION

Iranian Tankers
to Defy US
Sanctions, Deliver
Fuel, Export
Venezulean Crude
Al Jazeera reported on 6
December 2020 that, defying
US sanctions, Iran will send a
flotilla of about 10 vessels to
help Venezuela fight a crippling
fuel shortage. It said that some
of the Iranian vessels will also
help export Venezuelan crude
after discharging fuel though
the source of this information
has asked to be anonymous
because the transaction is not
public.
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EU Stops €760m
Fake Goods

Fake goods with a retail value of
over €760 million were seized
at the EU’s external borders
in 2019, according to a report
published by the European
Commission on 17 December
2020. Member State customs
authorities made over 90,000
seizures of goods that infringed
on intellectual property rights,
consisting of almost 41m
individual items (an increase
of 53% compared to the
previous year). Paolo Gentiloni,
Commissioner for the Economy,
said: “Fake goods not only
affect legitimate businesses,
but are also a threat to the
health, safety and security of
our citizens and consumers.
The European Commission
remains committed to fight
this illegal activity and supports
Member States in their efforts
to bar the entry of counterfeit
products into our Single Market.
”The report highlights that
the main categories of seized
goods - cigarettes (21.3%) and
packaging material (13.6%) have been joined this year by
counterfeit matches (20%), while
toys (9.6%) and clothing (3.9%)
account for the large majority of
remaining counterfeit products
imported into the EU. In terms
of detention procedures, the
top categories are clothing and
sports shoes while perfumes
and cosmetics come in third
place this year. In 85% of
customs seizures, the goods
were eventually destroyed.

NEWS

ETHIOPIA/KENYA

New Border Post
to “Become the
Dubai of this
region”
Ethiopian Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed and Kenyan
President Uhuru Kenyatta
inaugurated a new border
post in the Kenyan town of
Moyale on 9 December 2020,
to bolster trade between the
two countries. This was a 2-day
trip for the Ethiopian PM, his
first official trip since launching
military operations against the
leaders of the dissident Tigray
region last month. The two
leaders acknowledged that
trade has traditionally been
weakened due to cross-border
violence. “We want to see
Moyale becoming the Dubai of
this whole region,” President
Kenyatta said. “We should
work on peace and security
of this area. Because peace is
a foundation for everything,
We are aspiring to transform
the lives of our people. The
market town lies roughly
halfway between the Kenyan
and Ethiopian capitals, which
are 1,500 kilometres (930
miles) apart. It has no airport
and a population of fewer than
40,000.

DECEMBER 20 - JANUARY 21

SUDAN

USA Lifts Sudan
Sanctions
The United States formally lifted
Sudan’s designation as a state
sponsor of terrorism on 14
December 2020, removing the
biggest barrier to the African
country’s access to international
lending institutions and
economic development. Sudan
was designated as a state
sponsor of terrorism in 1993, in
part for its support of militant
Palestinian organizations such
as Hamas, as well as harbouring
al-Qaeda leader Osama bin
Laden. In a statement, the State
Department called the delisting
“a fundamental change” and
emphasized the role of Sudan’s
protest movement in bringing
about the conditions for this
new course.
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SOUTH KOREA

TAIWAN

Memory Chips
and Cars Lead
December Boost
During Overall
Export Slump

Saudi Arabia
Authorises
Imports of
Taiwanese
Aquatic Products

South Korea’s exports rose 26.9
percent on-year in the first 10
days of December on the back
of robust shipments of memory
chips and automobiles amid
the new coronavirus outbreak,
data released on 11 December
2020 by the Korean Customs
Service showed. This time last
year the country’s outbound
shipments stood at US$12.9
billion against the $16.3 billion
in exports made between 1 and
10 December 2020. By country,
shipments to China - South
Korea’s largest trading partner
- rose 12.1 percent on-year, and
exports to the United States
gained 23.1 percent. Overall,
though this has been a great
boost for South Korea, 2020
has seen the country’s exports
fall by 6.2% on-year.

The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) of Taiwan
said on 21 December 2020 that
Saudi Arabia has authorised
the import of aquatic products
from Taiwan after it introduced
new requirements for foreign
imports. 23 Taiwanese suppliers
have been approved by the
Saudi Food and Drug Authority
(SFDA) to sell fishery products
in the Arab nation. The new
import regulations introduced
earlier this year by SFDA to
ensure food safety means
international companies must
undergo on-site inspections
before their import applications
can be approved. Liao Hui-lin,
division head of the Taiwan
FDA, added that Taiwan was
approved to export meat and
egg products to Singapore in
July 2020, while its request to
sell meat and dairy products
to EU member states is under
review. She confirmed that the
FDA would support Taiwan
producers in selling their
products to Saudi.

NEWS

CAMBODIA/CHINA

Free Trade
Agreement Comes
Into Force
It was agreed on 12 October
2020 in Phnom Penh, during a
two-day state visit to Cambodia
by China’s Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, that the CambodiaChina Free-Trade Agreement
comes into force at the end
of the year on 31 December
2020. Cambodian businesses
are eager to take advantage
of the Chinese market, the
second largest economy in
the world, said Pen Sovicheat,
undersecretary of state at the
Ministry of Commerce (MoC).
The full list of commodities
that can be exported under
this agreement is yet to be
published though it will include
livestock, processed meat, fresh
fruits, vegetables, rice, sesame,
corn, bean, cooking ingredients
and garments.
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